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presented to third 
graders
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According to a statistic 
Mr. Jeffrey Godin, 

PAHS vice principal, read 
at a Friday pep rally, 90% 
of all drug and alcohol 
abuse begins in the teen 
years.
 October 23–31, Red 
Ribbon Week was 
celebrated in order to 
raise awareness of 
drug and alcohol abuse 
in schools across the 
United States. The high 
school, middle school 
and elementary center 
participated in this year’s 
theme, “A Healthy Me is 
Drug-Free.”
 At John S. Clarke, 
teachers gave 
kindergarteners, first 
graders and second 
graders anti-drug coloring 
sheets, and they gave 
third and fourth graders 
crossword puzzles. 
 “Red Ribbon Week is 
a great opportunity for 
schools to discuss and 
make students aware 
of how bad drugs really 
are,” Mr. Derek DiRenzo, 
fourth grade teacher, 
said. 
 All students wore 
red and participated in 
an art contest as well. 
Dr. Jared Gerace, JSC 
principal, and Mr. Richard 
Boris, JSC vice principal, 
judged the students’ 
posters and awarded the 
winners trophies. 
 D.H.H. Lengel 
celebrated Red Ribbon 
Week with a door 
decorating contest and 
daily activities.
 Mr. Raymond Yost, 
D.H.H. Lengel principal, 

and Mr. Michael Maley, 
D.H.H. Lengel vice 
principal, picked a 
winner for each floor of 
the middle school. Miss 
Katelynn Hranchock’s 
homeroom door won the 
first floor, Miss Samantha 
Lecher’s homeroom won 
the second floor and 
Mr. Robert Sheaffer’s 
homeroom won the third 
floor.The three winning 
homerooms were treated 
to Dunkin’ Donuts in 
homeroom.
 D.H.H. Lengel also 
had a contest in which 
students could submit an 
anti-drug slogan. There 
were 15 winners who 
received prize packs and 
were entered into the 
national contest to pick 
the slogan for the 2014 
Red Ribbon Week.
 Students celebrated 
with daily themes 
such as “turn your 
back to drugs day” 
(students wore dress 

code-appropriate shirts 
backwards), “I pledge to 
be drug free” (students 
wore red shirts), “sock 
it to drugs” (students 
wore crazy mismatched 
socks), “I CAN be drug 
free” (students brought 
in canned goods to 
donate to a local food 
bank) and “I tune out 
drugs” (teachers played 
music for students during 
lunch).
 “It was fun to win and 
get doughnuts as a 
homeroom. Red Ribbon 
Week is important so 
kids know the dangers 
of drugs,” sixth grader 
Nathan Robison said. 
 To recognize Red 
Ribbon Week, the high 
school participated in 
several activities as well.
 “We had songs with 
positive messages 
playing throughout the 
hallway when students 
entered school. We had 
the door decorating 

contest and [homerooms] 
could choose their 
theme,” Mrs. Tiffany 
Reedy, PAHS principal, 
said.
 Mrs. Reedy, Mr. 
Godin and a group of 
teachers picked three 
homerooms to win the 
door decorating contest. 
The winners (Mrs. 
Jacqueline Morgan’s, Mr. 
Charles Schuster’s and 
Mrs. Deidre Anchorstar’s 
homerooms) received 
Dunkin’ Donuts as well. 
 The cafeteria served 
red food items October 
22 and students wore red 
dress code-appropriate 
shirts October 23.
 “I think Red Ribbon 
Week is a tremendous 
idea. I was really happy 
with the participation we 
had. It was very nice 
to go around all of the 
floors and see the doors 
decorated,” Mr. Schuster, 
social studies teacher 
and SADD adviser, said.

Seniors inducted 
into National Honor 
Society

Ten juniors achieve 
National Honor 
Society recognition

Teacher reaches 
milestone in 
classroom tradition

Juniors and seniors 
from schools 

throughout the county 
collided with their 
potential futures 
October 10 at the 
Schuylkill County 
College Fair in Martz 
Hall.  
 Last year was 
the first time that 
high schools from 
throughout Schuylkill 
County had gathered 
in Martz Hall for 
this consolidated, 
enlarged event, which 
is organized by Miss 
Ellen King, post-
secondary counselor. 
 “The college fair 
itself we’ve been 
doing for a long time. 
The Schuylkill County 
college fair we just 
started last year,” Miss 
King said. “We found 
that a lot of the college 
reps were coming up 
several times a month 
to college fairs within 
the same area, so we 
thought it would be 
good to consolidate all 
the districts together 
and get more colleges 
to come at the same 
time.” 
 At the fair were 80 
college representatives 
from several states, 
not including military 
representatives. 
 “I’ve been looking [at 
colleges] online, so the 
college fair helped me 
see what colleges are 
out there besides my 
sister and my brother 
telling me,” junior 
Andrea Sanders said. 

Second annual 
college fair held in 
Martz Hall

GATHER — PAHS students celebrate Red Ribbon Week by wearing red and posing for a picture. 
Red Ribbon Week is an annual campaign to raise awareness for drug and alcohol abuse. “I 
think Red Ribbon Week is a good thing; however, I feel that the positive message of ‘the best 
me is drug free’ should be celebrated all year,” Mr. Adrian Portland, PAHS science teacher, said.

Photo By Becky Staller
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After-school program participants unveil the Supply Shack

Photo by Seanna Mccabe

COLLECT — Students in the after-school M.A.G.I.C. program 
organize donations local businesses made to the Supply 
Shack. “It makes me feel good [to help] because people that 
can’t afford [these items] have nice stuff to come into school 
with, and they’re not getting made fun of because they don’t 
have [it],” sixth grader Jarett McCabe said.

By: Seanna McCabe
PAHS Senior

Students in the 
D.H.H. Lengel 

Middle School’s after-
school Multi-Activities 
Generating Individual 
Capabilities (M.A.G.I.C.) 
program created the 
Supply Shack this year 
as part of their annual 
community service 
project. The program is 
hosted through the 21st 
Century Community 
Learning Centers, a 
government enrichment 
program implemented 
through the No Child Left 
Behind Act.
 The shack, a small 
room off the cafeteria, 
houses numerous 
essentials such as school 
supplies, clothing and 
even hygiene products.  
 The doors leading into 
the shack were designed 
and painted by both 
students in the program 

and Ms. Joanne Doyle, 
a local artist and retired 
middle school art teacher.
 “It’s good to know 
that these clothes are 
going to be used for 
[middle school students] 
who don’t have a lot of 
clothes,” sixth grader 
Katie Charowsky said. 
“They’ll know they have 
clothes for the next day.”
 Students in the 
program compiled 
inspirational quotes and 
hung them in picture 
frames to adorn all four 
walls. 
 “I think the Supply 
Shack is good for the 
people who can’t afford 
clothes and stuff,” sixth 
grader James Blake said.
 In order to start the 
Supply Shack and 
maintain it, students in 
the program wrote letters 
to local businesses 
asking for donations. 
 The BeeHive Salon 
& Spa, Pottsville Area 
School District Parent 

Teacher Organization, 
Sadowski Orthodontics, 
The Bon-Ton, Universal 
Forest Products, Dr. 
Christina DiCello and 
Pottsville Area School 
District teachers, staff 
and parents all made 
donations to the project. 
The school also held 
a drive to help collect 
supplies.
 “There’s clothes, stuff 
here for school and 
shampoo for at home,” 
sixth grader Jarett 
McCabe said. “There’s 
enough stuff here for 
people that need help.”
 Teachers determine the 
needs of a student, fill out 
a referral form and drop it 
off in a box in the office. 
The dean of students, Mr. 
Nicholas Sajone, makes 
sure they get what they 
need.
 If the Supply Shack 
doesn’t have what a 
student needs, one can 
make a request.
 “You can request 

anything. Somebody 
on the staff will go get 
it,” Mrs. Michelle Boran, 
program coordinator, 
said. 
 The M.A.G.I.C. 
program is held to assist 
students with homework 
and provide a safe 

environment for them to 
interact and participate in 
educational opportunities.  
Previous M.A.G.I.C. 
projects have included 
visiting a nursing home, 
writing letters to soldiers 
and cleaning the bike 
path.

Fossil show captivates third grade audiences with display

Photo by Shea Polley

PRESENT — Mike Straka, field paleontologist, presents a 
rock to the third grade classes that attended the “Rocks, 
Minerals and Fossil Show” October 18. He and his wife 
Roberta brought many artifacts with them. One such artifact 
included their 18-foot triceratops skull ‘Mr. Nixon.’

By: Alex Disabella
PAHS Junior

Science - the study 
of the natural world 

based on facts learned 
through experiments 
and observations. This 
was the basis of the 
hands-on science-
oriented experiences 
that elementary school 
students participated in 
October 18.
 “Rocks, Minerals and 
Fossil Show” was the 
name of the science-
based presentation that 
Mike and Roberta Straka, 
field paleontologists, 
presented to third grade 
classes at the John S. 
Clarke Elementary Center.
 “[Mr. and Mrs. Straka] 
shared many different 
rocks and minerals,” Mrs. 
Katie Porrino, third grade 
teacher, said. “They also 
brought along their eight-
foot triceratops skull, 
‘Mr. Nixon,’ who was 

discovered in 1996.”
 During the assembly, 
the paleontologists 
discussed everyday 
items and how they are 
made up of minerals; 
they touched on the 
formation of rocks - 
sedimentary, igneous and 
metamorphic.
 “They also shared the 
chemical elements of 
minerals - how they are 
identified and formed,” 
Mrs. Porrino said.
 The assembly was 
interactive; the students 
helped throughout the 
program. The presenters 
introduced the rock and 
mineral “game show” to 
the students. 
 “[The elementary 
school] hopes to have 
them back again next 
year,” Mrs. Porrino said. 
“Mr. and Mrs. Straka 
put on a fabulous 
program. The students 
were engaged and 
excited about rocks and 
minerals.”

 Last year, Mrs. Porrino 
applied for the Venture 
Grant that supplied 
this display of fossils, 
along with the hands-on 
science kit, FOSS (Full 
Option Science System), 
which is a research-
based science program 
for grades K-8. 
 “I applied for the 
grant last year and was 
awarded the opportunity 
to bring in such a 
great program that is 
educational, yet fun and 
engaging,” Mrs. Porrino 
said.
 This FOSS system will 
be used in all second and 
third grade classes. The 
students learn about rock 
formations and different 
types of minerals. The 
classes participate in 
field tests to discover 
what type of mineral they 
have in front of them. 
Some of these tests 
were on display in the 
presentation.
 The tests they 

conducted included streak 
color, light (translucent, 
transparent and opaque), 
hardness (measured with 
one’s fingernail, a penny 
or a nail), feel, smell, 
luster, magnetism and 
shape.
 “The students are 

really enjoying the [FOSS 
program],” Mrs. Linda 
Smith, second grade 
teacher, said.  
 The Venture Grants 
provided by the Crimson 
Tide Foundation funded 
all of these extra 
activities.
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Dr. Jeffrey S. Zwiebel

 It seems as if just yesterday we 
were enjoying warm weather and 
basking in the sunlight. Now that 
winter weather will soon be upon us, 
we begin to take a greater interest in 
the daily weather reports. The focus 
of my December letter in Wavelengths 
continues to be on the process we 
follow when deciding whether or 
not to delay or cancel school due to 
winter weather. First and foremost, we 
take into consideration the safety of 

students and staff. We understand that many arrangements must 
be made for babysitting and providing lunch for children who will 
now be at home.  With this in mind, the decision to cancel school 
is made as early as possible in order to provide time for parents to 
make the necessary arrangements for the care of their children.
 While it is easier to make a decision on canceling or delaying 
school when bad weather hits overnight, sometimes a snowstorm 
begins after the students have been safely transported to school.  
We once again rely on the many forecasts provided to us, and will 
call an early dismissal only if we believe that waiting until the 
regular dismissal time will present a hazardous situation for the 
bus students and/or walkers. With this in mind, all parents should 
have alternate plans for their children who may be arriving home 
earlier than usual.
 This year, we will use School Messenger, which is a part of our 
new Skyward student information system, to send out any school 

Dear Members of the Community,

Jeffrey S. Zwiebel, Ed.D.
Superintendent

Sincerely,

delays and/or cancellation information to you within minutes 
of the decision being made. We will still notify radio stations 
WPPA/T-102 and TV stations WNEP, WBRE, WYOU and WFMZ, but 
will rely heavily on the School Messenger system to expedite 
getting the information to you. I cannot emphasize enough how 
important it is that whenever you have a change in your cell 
phone, work number or house phone number that you get those 
changes to us quickly to keep the system updated.
 Lastly, our students use this time of year to give back to our 
community through traditions with programs such as “Penny 
a Week” to buy Christmas gifts for children in the area and the 
making and distributing of food baskets by the various high 
school clubs to many families before Christmas. Our middle school 
student council is taking collections to help various agencies in 
the county, while John S. Clarke Elementary Center purchases gift 
cards for local food stores to give to families in need. 
 Pupil endeavors, such as these programs, continue to make 
me proud of how our young people represent our district and our 
community.
 My sincere wishes for a safe, happy and healthy holiday season.  

Vo-Tech students demonstrate initiative in future careers

Photo by becky Staller

REPAIR — Junior Nicholas Ganunis, an electrical student at the 
Vo-Tech South campus in Mar Lin, puts the finishing touches on 
his wiring project. The members of the class were instructed 
to install a wiring system into a makeshift wall and then take 
it apart. “[I chose to come here] because [electrical work] is 
what I want to do for a living,” Ganunis said. 

By: Alex Disabella 
PAHS Junior

I    wanted to create a 
better future for myself,” 

senior Joseph Casari said.
 Most students are 
going to need to cross 
over into the “real” world 
and choose a career that 
will benefit them in the 
future. Attendees of the 
Vo-Tech North and South 
campuses have started 
training for their careers.
 “I chose masonry 
because I like building 
things and want my work 
to be seen for years 
to come,” junior Lester 
Aungst said.
 Students not only 
build things or perform 
tasks that adhere to their 
selected profession, but 
they also have to attend 
classes like history, math 
and English while they 
are at the Vo-Tech for a 
semester. Located in Mar 
Lin and Frackville, the 
Vo-Tech campuses offer 

a wide variety of trades. 
Some include carpentry, 
masonry, cosmetology 
and horticulture.
 “[I chose to study 
horticulture] because I 
like flowers, and I like 
being outside,” junior 
Kailey Jefferson said. “My 
favorite part is making 
centerpieces.”
 The horticulture 
classes at the Vo-Tech 
provide arrangements 
for many local events 
like weddings and proms 
using flowers that they 
buy and arrange into 
centerpieces and wreaths.
 “We sell the 
centerpieces for the 
holidays,” Ms. Sharon 
Krieger, instructional 
aide, said. “We 
do corsages and 
boutonnieres [and have] 
poinsettias growing in the 
greenhouse.” 
 The electromechanical 
engineering classes 
learn house-wiring 
techniques.

 “[I chose to come 
here] to wire stuff,” junior 
Nicholas Lagola said. “[It 
is] a lot of hands-on work, 
and I enjoy that. [Right 
now] we are house-wiring 
and wiring lights.”
 Freshman year, the 
high school holds an 
assembly for those 
interested in attending 
the Vo-Tech. If one is 
interested, he can visit 
the campus on a field 
trip.
 The North and South 
campuses are composed 
of 12 school districts 
in Schuylkill County. 
Students in grades 10-12 
can attend and choose 
between 19 different 
career choices.
 To apply to the Vo-
Tech, one must go 
through the guidance 
office to fill out the 
application. If there are 
no openings at either 
campus, the applicant is 
put on a waiting list until a 
spot opens.

 “[I have been attending 
Vo-Tech] for three years. 
[I plan on] going to 
school for motor sports 
technology,” senior Devin 
Borrell said. “I enjoy 
[electricity] because it is 
hands-on work [and] you 
make a lot of money.”

 The Vo-Tech is a place 
where one can get out of 
sitting at a desk for nine 
periods of the school 
day and spend some of 
his time doing hands-on 
work, something he plans 
on doing for the rest of 
his life.
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Pottsville Area High School seniors 

Benjamin 
Blake
Son of: Mike and 
Patty Blake
Extracurriculars: 
Marching Band 
Vice President, 
Concert Band, 
Stage Band, Quiz 
Team
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
Lehigh University, 
Cornell University 
or Penn State 
University and 
major in civil 
engineering with 
a minor in music 
performance 

Corinne 
Bricker
Daughter of: Dr. 
Robert Bricker 
and Dr. Marylou 
Rainone
Extracurriculars: 
Aletheia Club 
President, Spanish 
Club President, 
Marching Band 
Treasurer, Concert 
Band, Tennis, 
Track and Field
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
college and major 
in animal science 
and minor in 
Spanish

Nicole Buleza
Daughter of: 
David and Joan 
Buleza
Extracurriculars: 
Leo Club, Spanish 
Club, French 
Club, Debate Club 
President, Math 
Team, Water Polo, 
Winter Track, 
Track and Field
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
Villanova 
University, Drexel 
University or 
Cornell University 
and major in law 
or pharmacy and 
minor in Spanish

Thomas 
Campion III
Son of: Thomas 
Jr. and Cynthia 
Campion
Extracurriculars: 
Student Council, 
Leo Club, Ecology 
Club, Math Team, 
Football, Baseball 
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
college and major 
in orthopedic 
surgery, 
specializing in 
sports medicine

Hannah 
Corbacio
Daughter of: 
John and Rhoda 
Corbacio
Extracurriculars: 
Aletheia Club, Leo 
Club, Spanish 
Club, Class of 
2014 Treasurer, 
Volleyball, Track 
and Field 
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
Misericordia 
University or 
Elizabethtown 
College to major 
in occupational 
therapy

Alex Martz
Son of: William 
and Gwen Martz
Extracurriculars: 
German Club 
Vice President, 
German Honor 
Society, Volunteer 
Firefighter, Track 
and Field
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
York College, 
Philadelphia 
University or 
the University 
of Pennsylvania 
and major in 
mechanical 
engineering

Seanna 
McCabe
Daughter of: 
Robert and 
Theresa McCabe
Extracurriculars: 
Aletheia Club, 
French Club, 
Tide Lines Editor, 
Wavelengths 
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
Shippensburg 
University 
and major in 
communications 
or middle school 
education with 
concentrations in 
language arts and 
science

Caren Moyer
Daughter of: 
Michael and 
Donna Moyer
Extracurriculars: 
French Club, 
Ecology Club, 
Leo Club, Aletheia 
Club, Volleyball
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
Penn State 
University, 
Villanova 
University or 
Saint Joseph’s 
University and 
major in business 
and finance

Rachael 
Naradko
Daughter of: David 
and Susan Naradko
Extracurriculars: 
French Club 
Treasurer, Leo 
Club, Diversity 
Club, Student 
Council Secretary, 
Cheerleading 
Captain, Track and 
Field
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
Philadelphia 
University or Saint 
Joseph’s University 
and major in 
physician’s 
assistant studies

Amanda 
Schaal
Daughter of: 
James and Tracy 
Schaal
Extracurriculars: 
Majorettes Co-
Captain
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
Penn State 
University 
and major in 
accounting



Wavelengths5DECEMBER 2013

inducted into National Honor Society

Laura Dallago
Daughter of:  
Michael and Vickie 
Dallago
Extracurriculars: 
French Club 
Secretary, Key 
Club, Ecology 
Club, Interact 
Club, Tennis
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
Kenyon College 
or Reed College 
and major in 
mathematics

Gabrielle 
DiRenzo
Daughter of: 
Paul and Connie 
DiRenzo
Extracurriculars: 
Cross Country, 
Track and Field
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
college

Humza Hnesh
Son of: Abdel-
Hamid and Diana 
Hnesh
Extracurriculars: 
Soccer, Winter 
Track, Track and 
Field
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
the University 
of Pittsburgh or 
Temple University 
and major in 
pharmacy

Gabrielle 
Holley
Daughter of: 
Robert and 
Kathleen Holley 
Extracurriculars: 
Key Club, Ecology 
Club, Interact 
Club, Spanish 
Club, Tennis
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
Penn State 
University, 
Wilkes University 
or Villanova 
University and 
major in nursing 
with a minor in 
neuroscience

Alexander 
Koinski
Son of: Andrew 
and Sheila Koinski
Extracurriculars: 
Quiz Team, 
German Club, Boy 
Scouts
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
college and major 
in computer 
science

Benjamin 
Serano
Son of: Joseph 
and Bonnie Serano
Extracurriculars: 
German Club 
President, Student 
Council Vice 
President, Ecology 
Club, National 
Honor Society 
Vice President, 
Martial Arts
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend Penn 
State University or 
Syracuse University 
and major in 
aerospace 
engineering

Rachel 
Shields
Daughter of: 
Craig and Beth 
Shields
Extracurriculars: 
Key Club, Ecology 
Club, Spanish 
Club, Tennis, 
Piano
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
Lehigh University, 
Penn State 
University or 
Carnegie Mellon 
University and 
major in computer 
science

Margot Shrift
Daughter of: 
Martin and Mary 
Theresa Shrift 
Extracurriculars: 
Envirothon, Sketch 
Club, Ecology 
Club, Spanish 
Club Historian, 
Aletheia Club 
Treasurer, Softball
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
Towson University 
or University 
of Maryland 
and major in 
environmental 
science

Paige Stoner
Daughter of: 
Daniel and Denise 
Stoner
Extracurriculars: 
Spanish Club, 
Aletheia Club, 
Cross Country, 
Track and Field
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
Lipscomb 
University and 
major in nursing

Adalie Zanis
Daughter of: Tina 
and the late David 
Zanis
Extracurriculars: 
Aletheia Club, 
Tide Lines 
Editor-In-Chief, 
Wavelengths, 
Cross Country
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
Penn State 
University or 
University of 
Pennsylvania and 
major in English or 
journalism 
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Juniors inducted into Honor Society

Daughter of: 
Todd and Rebecca 
Cleary
Extracurriculars: 
Soccer, 
Basketball, Track 
and Field
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
college and 
major in actuarial 
science

Daughter of: Ned 
and Lori Connors
Extracurriculars: 
Marching Band, 
Concert Band, 
Basketball
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
college to major 
in chemistry and 
minor in music
 

Daughter of: 
Robert and Stacey 
Evans
Extracurriculars: 
Soccer, Track and 
Field
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
college and major 
in biology or 
engineering

Son of: Kevin and 
Teresa Keating
Extracurriculars: 
Spanish Club, 
Tide Lines Editor, 
Debate Team, Leo 
Club, Track and 
Field, Swimming, 
Football
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
college and major 
in economics

Daughter of: 
Ronald and 
Patricia Lombel
Extracurriculars: 
Soccer, Track and 
Field
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
college to major in 
pre-med pediatric 
oncology

Son of: Dave and 
Sandra Mickonis
Extracurriculars: 
Spanish Club, 
Leo Club, 
Students Against 
Destructive 
Decisions, 
Football 
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
college and major 
in civil engineering 
or pharmacy

Son of: Richard 
and Kelly Painter
Extracurriculars: 
Spanish Club, Leo 
Club, Tau Kappa 
Delta Treasurer, 
Student Council 
Homeroom 
Representative, 
Baseball, 
Basketball
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
college and major 
in chemistry or 
pharmacy

Son of: Bob and 
Cathy Schappell
Extracurriculars: 
Ecology Club, Leo 
Club, Spanish 
Club, Baseball
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
Lebanon Valley 
College and major 
in accounting and 
Spanish

Son of: Kurt 
Shuman and Atty. 
Karen Rismiller
Extracurriculars: 
Spanish Club, Leo 
Club, Quiz Team, 
Basketball
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
college and major 
in meteorology

Daughter of: 
Scott and Susan 
Williams
Extracurriculars:  
Marching Band, 
Concert Band, 
Stage Band, Key 
Club, Quiz Team, 
Spanish Club, 
Drama Club, Tennis
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
Penn State 
University or 
University of 
Pennsylvania and 
major in chemistry 
with a minor in 
music

Meghan 
Cleary

Olivia 
Connors

Gabrielle 
Evans

Patrick 
Keating

Sarah Lombel

Sarah WilliamsDerek 
Shuman

Matt 
Schappell

Ty PainterAaron 
Mickonis
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Volunteers construct book houses to help city
By: Paige Fellows

PAHS Sophomore

According to USA 
Weekend Magazine, 

Make-A-Difference Day is 
the largest national day 
of service around the 
world. 
 October 26, four 
student council 
members from D.H.H. 
Lengel Middle School 
participated in a Make-
A-Difference Day literacy 
project. Eighth graders 
Marielle Przywara, 
Hannah Evans and 
Sophie Murray and 
sixth grader Damon 
Yost came together to 
make a difference in the 
community. 
 The four students built 
book houses to place 
in different locations 
around the city. The 
book houses were small 
and made of wood, 
and the students put 

books in each one. MRD 
Lumber donated all of 
the wood used for the 
houses. 
 Mr. Leslie Payne, 
middle school woodshop 
instructor, assisted in 
building the houses. Mrs. 
Stephanie Ziegmont, 
Pottsville Area School 
District director of 
curriculum, came 
across the idea in a 
magazine and brought 
it to members of student 
council.
 “My favorite part of the 
project was digging the 
holes for [the houses] 
and working together,” 
Evans said.
 The group chose 
to name the houses 
“Little Lengel Libraries” 
and placed them at 
Alumni Field and in 
the neighborhood of 
Greenwood Hill in 
Pottsville. 
 The purpose of the 
project was to provide 

books to members of 
the community who may 
not be able to travel to a 
local library. The students 
came up with the motto, 
“Give a book, take a 
book.”
 “I think the [book 
houses] help kids who 
can’t afford books get 
them for free,” Yost 
said. “[They] also help 
encourage literature.”
 The group won a 
Make-A-Difference 
Day award provided by 
Ms. Janice Johnston, 
director of Community 
Volunteers in Action, 
November 20. 
In the future, the 
students hope to install 
more book houses 
around the community.
 “I am extremely 
proud of our students 
for winning one of the 
Make-A-Difference 
Day Awards because 
they truly put the time, 
effort and enthusiasm 

into making this an 
amazing addition to the 
community of Pottsville,” 
Mrs. Ziegmont said. “It 
shows the importance 
they place on literacy and 
exudes their enjoyment of 
reading. The community 

service team of student 
council is a joy to work 
with because they are 
so excited and always 
put a positive spin on 
everything they set out 
to accomplish, making 
them true leaders.”

Health teacher’s class tradition reaches a milestone
By: Brittany Blackman

PAHS Junior

November 4, an 
important event 

took place in the health 
department. Mr. Carmen 
DiCello, health teacher, 
showed the movie Radio 
for the 100th time.  This 
may not seem like a big 
deal, but the events that 
go along with it are a feat 
to be observed. 
    Mr. DiCello started 
showing the movie 
many years ago at the 
suggestion of his wife.  
   Radio is a true story 
about a mentally 
challenged man who 
enrolls in high school. 
His real name is James 
Robert Kennedy, but he 
is commonly referred to 
as Radio. He watches 
the football team 
practice every single day, 

and after overcoming 
obstacles, he befriends 
Coach Harold Jones, the 
head coach of the team. 
   “I wondered if it 
would be possible to 
integrate a form of 
entertainment into the 
health curriculum,” Mr. 
DiCello said.  
    He showed the movie 
in order to challenge the 
students in an enjoyable 
manner. 
   “The movie has 
really good morals and 
[teaches] a valuable 
lesson,” sophomore 
Devon Sinkovich said.
   Those taking the class 
viewed the movie for a 
few days during their 
health period and then 
wrote an essay about 
the movie. The essay 
had to be a minimum 
of three pages. In 
these pages, students 

summarized the movie 
and the characters. Also, 
students had to compare 
someone they know to 
one of the characters in 
the movie. 
   Mr. DiCello says he 
grades the essays 
toughly. The highest 
grade anyone ever 
received is a 98. 
   “My general 
philosophy is [that] I 
believe in mixing things 
up with some easy and 
fun things, but also some 
challenging things,” Mr. 
DiCello said.
   A bigger story that 
stems off of this movie is 
that Mr. DiCello keeps in 
contact with the real-life 
Coach Harold Jones, 
Radio’s mentor. After a 
little bit of research, he 
located Coach Jones’ 
email address and shot 
him a few emails about 

the project. Coach Jones 
replied to the emails and 
updated Mr. DiCello 
with information about 
Radio.
    Coach Jones is an 
advocate of stomping 
out bullying. 

   “Please tell your 
students to help defeat 
school bullying and to 
find a student in the 
school that has a special 
need and become that 
person’s friend,” Coach 
Jones said.

Photo Courtesy of Mrs. stePhanie ZiegMont
BUILD — Student council members from D.H.H. Lengel Middle  
School work together to create book houses for their Make-A-
Difference Day literacy project. “I really liked being a part of 
the whole building process in general, especially knowing the 
convenience it will bring to the people of Schuylkill County,” 
eighth grader Marielle Przywara said.

Photo by beCky staller

COMMUNICATE — Mr. Carmen DiCello and his health students 
stand together for a photo. The photo was taken for an email 
sent to Coach Harold Jones, who is Radio’s mentor. “The last 
time he wrote (October 14) in fact, Radio had just celebrated 
his 65th birthday, and he is still helping out with various sports 
teams at the school,” Mr. DiCello said.
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PASD Calendar
December
19 — PAHS Holiday 
Band Concert at 7:30 
p.m.
23 — Winter Recess 
Begins

January
2 — Return from Winter 
Recess
13 — Meeting for 
parents of 8th grade 
students with last 
names A-L entering 
PAHS in 2014, PAHS 
Auditorium at 7 p.m.
14 — Meeting for 
parents of 8th grade 
students with last 
names M-Z entering 
PAHS in 2014, PAHS 

Auditorium at 7
p.m.
15 — Meeting for 
parents of 8th grade 
accelerated students 
entering PAHS in 2014, 
Little Theatre at 7 pm.
15 —First Semester 
Ends (Tentative)
20 —Teachers’ In-
Service Day, all schools 
closed
23 — Report Card 
Distribution

February
8 — Lengel PTO 
Valentine Dance 7-9 
p.m.
17 — Presidents’ Day, 
all schools closed              

(tentative)
18 — FAFSA 
Completion Night at 
PAHS 6:30 p.m.

PASD Phone Numbers
JSC Elementary 
Center: 621-2947
DHHL Middle School: 
621-2924
PAHS: 621-2962
Academic Center:    
621-2900

Wavelengths
• Ms. Bridget Freiler       

Adviser 
• Adalie Zanis      

PAHS Senior
• Kelsey Hranchock         

PAHS Senior
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